344th MISSING CREW REPORT

MACR# 4511

DATE - 10 May 1944

MISSION - Mons, Belgium Marshalling Yard
HIT BY FLAK over Brussels, Belgium
PLANE # 42-95856 71-A Fertile Mertile

344TH BG 497TH BS

PILOT - 1st Lt. Fredrick Mackay Morrison 0-672172 (killed by flak)

COPILOT - 2nd Lt. Edward Wadleigh Borresen 0-816407 (POW)(RTD)
BOMB- S/Sgt. John George Erickson flying as bombardier 31190967 (killed)
RADIO/GUN - Sgt. Ralph Herbert Fitch 11122096 (killed)

ENG/GUN - Sgt. Joseph Leo Gusmann 32731416 (POW)(RTD)

TAIL/GUN - S/Sgt. Lindsay Merlin Oliver 17005855 (POW)(RTD)

344th Spread Sheet Info: Shot down by flak on the 10/5/44 mission to the Mons Marshalling yards. The
aircraft flown by 1st Lt. Frederick Mackay Morrison took a direct hit between the forward bomb bay and
the right wing, and exploded in mid air. Three of the crew managed to bail out of the aircraft which broke
into several pieces, and survived. The pieces of the shattered aircraft came down in Brussels. A
navigational error had taken the formation over a heavily flak defended area close to Brussels.

MACR Statement: Plane was hit by flak over Brussels, Belgium. The plane immediately burst into
flames and exploded. Two parachutes were seen to leave the ship and land in Brussels. The
debris of the plane was seen to land along the railroad in Brussels.

Enemy MACR Statement: Downed by anti aircraft. Explosion in air. Conflagration upon contact. To
start investigation for fugitives or missing members of the crew, alarm was given to secret M.P.
Brussels, at 1020 hours. Guarded by Special Depot Unit, Flemish Guard. Found Morrison, Fitch,
and Ericsson killed. Borreson, Oliver, and Gusmann captured 1030 hrs transferred to Secret M.P. -
Air Force, Brussels. Borreson and Gusmann taken to FW Concentration Point Headquarters.
Oliver was wounded and admitted to Aieforce Hospital, St. Gillen.

Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Ericsson; Did not bail out to my knowledge. He was in the
nose of the plane. Not injured by flak to my knowledge. | last saw him on take-off. Sgt. Ericsson
was not our regular bombardier and he had only been with us two or three times over a period of a
couple of months. From what the Co-Pilot said the plane broke in two back of the pilot’s
compartment. | know his chest pack was back in the radio room so he had no chance to get his
chute. All the bombardiers left their chute in the radio room because they always figured that they
would have to go back that way to bail out. So there was no chance of him getting his chute. the
Co-Pilot took pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he was liberated.



Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Fitch; Did not bail out to my knowledge. He was manning
the waist guns just below me. When the plane was hit my feet were hit with many pieces of flak. |
know he wasn’t wearing his flak suit. As near as | can figure, when the ship blew up both wings
were blown off and the fuselage must have broken in at least four pieces. After the explosion |
was falling in a piece of the plane about six feet long. | had to search all over the piece for my
chest pack, before bailing out. So | know that S/Sgt. Fitch was not in the piece of the plane | was
in. | think he was hit by the burst that hit me in the feet. and the plane broke right where he was.
All | saw of the plane was the piece | bailed out of and theft wing and engine that almost hit me.
there were also numerous small pieces that fell down around me. This was the first time that Sgt.
Fitch flew with our crew. Our regular radio operator was away to school. The Co-Pilot took
pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he was liberated.

Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Morrison; Did not bail out to my knowledge. The Co-Pilot
said he was slumped over the wheel, dead. From what the Co-Pilot told me he was fatally injured
when the plane was hit. He was last seen slumped over the wheel in the nose piece of the plane.
The Co-Pilot tried to pull him out but because the nose piece of the plane was heading straight
down he couldn’t pull him up out. This was told me by Co-Piolot, Lt. Borresen after we were
liberated. It is my supposition even though he was well protected by armor, he was hit by a piece
of flak, killing him instantly. The Co-Pilot took pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he
was liberated.

Survivor MACR Statements (by S/Sgt. Oliver: | was in the upper turret when our plane left
formation. Our plane was #2 in the second flight of the first box. Borresen and Gusmann also
bailed out. Sgt. Gusmann bailed out when the plane filled with smoke from two hits with flak. Lt.
borresen bailed out after the ship exploded. He was in the forward section. The plane was broken
in two behind the pilots compartment. Lt. Morrison was slumped over the wheel, dead. Pieces of
the plane were scattered all over the marshaling yard of Brussels. | don’t know whether any of the
members mentioned in the individual questionnaire were in the plane when it struck the ground.
The Germans never told us anything except they were dead. Because of my position up in the
turret | never saw anyone from the time we took off until | arrived in prison camp.

Survivor MACR Statement: Our route was to leave the English coast at North Foreland. Going in
on the enemy coast at Ferness, just North of Dunkirk. We were to fly to the North of Brussels,
making a wide sweep and hitting Mons, and returning South of Brussels leaving the enemy coast
at the same place we went in. At no time were we supposed to be closer than 15 miles of Brussels.
Our lead navigator was Capt. Lundin. Getting off course is something that might happen once. But
he took us over Utrecht, Holland on our second mission to the airport at Soesterberg, Holland.
That time we were lucky and all escaped. | have never told this before in any reports. It is not so
bad to be shot down over the target, but to be shot down because of a very bad mistake by one
man, has and alway will make me feel that he was the direct cause of my crew members being
killed.
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On the morning of May 10, our planes were
dispatched to Mons to destroy the marshalling yard,
flight bombing to be the method of attack. The enemy
defenses at this yard were strong and accurate, and of
the 38 planes participating, 25 reccived battle damage,
and one plane was shot down, bearing a crew of six.
Five crewmen were wounded.

The plane destroyed at the target was piloted by
Ist Lt. Fredrick M. Morrison, of the 497th Bomb
Squadron, and his crew were 2nd Lt. E. W. Borresen,
Co-Pilot; S/Sgt. John G.Erickson, Bombardier; Sgt. J. L.
Gusmann, Engineer Gunner: ‘I'/Sgt. R. H. Fitch, Radio
Gunner and Sgt. L. M. Oliver, Tail Gunner.

In the afternoon of this same day, an attack was
again made on the Douai marshalling vard, repairs
having been virtually completed since our attack there
May 1. However, weather over the target prevented
bombing and no attack was made.

From May 10 to 27, the group flew 13 missions to
the following places: May 11: Malo les Bains coastal
defenses, 38 planes dispatched, 8 damaged from flak,
1 crewman wounded and one plane with a crew of six
shot down. The plane destroyed was piloted by 1st Lt.
R. E. Finch of the 495th Squadron, and his crew
consisted of 2nd Lt. L. C. Lobb, Co-Pilot; 1st Lt. R. C.
Andrews, Bombardier; S/Sgt. S. M. Szarck, Engineer
Gunner; 5/Sgt. D. M. Wagner, Radio Gunner; S/Sgt. M.
H. Lorda. Tail Gunner.
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CROANIZATION: Loeatica: Station 1 + Coamand: IX BC.
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FOINY OF DEPARYURE: Station 165-8, OOURSE: Base tc East Chureh, to
Furnes, $o Vasreghea, to Drussels, to four () miles Bast of Fivelles,
to Oharlerei, to Nems (TARGET), to Soignies, to Vaereghems, to Furnes,

to Nozrth Forland, to Base, TIPE OF MISSION: Combat,

¥RATAER OONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CEASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED:
Oeiling, Solid Overcast. Visibdility, 3 to U miles.

(a) DATB: 10 May 1954, TDME: 1013. LOCATION OF LAST KNOWNK WHEREABOUTS
OF) MISSING AIRPLANE: Seen %o orash in Brussels, Belgium,

ATEPLAXE YAS LOST AS EESULT 0F: Enemy Anti-Aircrais.

ALRPLANE: Type, Nodel and Series: B-26B50: AAT Serial Fo. na-esssb.
BSGINES: Type, Model ani Seriest B-2800-43; A.A.F. Serial Fo. Left
JP-060202; Rignt FP-060203.

INSTAILYD VWEAPONS!

a, Upper Turret Rignt Gun Serial Nuuver: 875029

b, Upper Turret Left Oun Serial Fumber: 875123

&. N-b Oun Nount Rignt Gun Serial Number: 875600

4. N-b Oun Hount Left Gun Serial Fumbder: 875037

g. Package Gun Upper Bignt Gua Serial Fumber: 149837

2. Package Gun Uvper Left Gun Seriel Number: 820163

&- Package Gun Lower Rignt Gun Serial Fumber: 144976

b, Package Gun Lover Left Gun Serial Number: 934088

1. Vaist Gun Rignt Gun Serial Number: iskgs

. Vaist Gun Left Oun Serial Fusber: 221399

k. Flexidle Nose Oun Serial Number: 920150
*4F PERSUNS LISTED BELOV WERE REPORTED AS A BA TLE CASUALTY:
CHEu_POSITIOR p:7%% § BASK ASK

PILOT MORRISON, FREDRIC MACKAY AST LT 7 o-b722T72

00-PTLOT BORRSSEN, EDVARD VAILEIGH Va1t - o-816807 T

* BLB TRICKSON, JOmK GEORGE §/se? 7 31190967
RADIO-GU M¥R PITCE, RALPH HFRBERT , T/S6Y . 11122096
DIGIN:ZR-GTFR  GUSMANY, JOSEPE LEO * sor - 3otk R1D
TAIL-GUSNER LIV®, LINDSZY MERLIN v s/sor -~ 17005855 RTD

* Ordmance amemni:lon N0O, Flew ae Bombardier.
N¥ONBER OF PERSOI'S ABOARD AIRPLANE: Orew. Six (6), Fzssengers. None.
Total: Six(6).
PERSONS VEN ARE BELTEVED T0 RAV® LAST KNOYLEDGE OF AIRPLAVE:

v AN AS§
BOLIMAN, JR., IOUTS (MI) sor 12169880 SAY RASE
LORDA, MARTIN H. 3/ser 3039743k SAW CRaSH
VAGNFR, DELB¥RT E, S/ 56T 37601037 SA¥ CRASE

PERSOINEL WHO ARE BELIEVEL RO-TKYE SURVIVID:

a. Two (2) parachutes wern seen to land on the streets :7 Brussels,

Belgium.

b. No persons vere seen walkiog away frem scent of crosh.
APPROXIMATE LOCATION WHERE ATRFLART WAS LAST STRF: Sketch Attached.
EYEWITNESS DESCRIFTIOF OF CIRCTMSTANCES P¥RTAINING ™ MISSTNG AIRFLANE.

Plane was hit by flak over Brussels, Yelgium. The plane immediately
burst into flamo and exploded. Tw- parachutes were seen to leave the
ship and land in Brussels. The debrie of the plane was sean to land
along the railroad in Brussels. & im £

DATE OF REPORT: 11 MAY 194k,

~ 7

A
"RTHUR B, SCHOTTMAN,
1st Lt., Lir Corpe,
Statietical Officer.
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1 pair of glasses,~ith zape
1 ring

1 rogary,with case

1 wrist watch

1 logket

3 smll coins

QP PRISONER, KTC,)

INVENTORY OF SECURED, PERSONAL EFFECTS OF PRISONEF ORuRE4Qny Major amd Officer L/

INYENTORY OF PERSONAL EFFECTS AND EQUIPMENT OF PRISONER OR oekBF #

peciul duties.
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REFORT ‘?: uu rmm.

LocaTion: W - “m | OFFICE O APPRAISAL-VALOES:

orfice on umam.‘w‘.. “m - m ..i—. ‘ g
g

. oOWAED : ) e -
REGARDING: ’ ' i DATE AKD TINE:
W e0e Naruuder 10 May 1944, 1004 heurs G
o i ‘ il /—\"_ »
PERSONAL RECORD OF MEMBERS OF ENEMY AIR FORC:S ™%
SURNANE ) o
FANILY WANE: LAST WAME ) gnqoge
CHRISTIAN WAME) .
FIRST WAME: QIVIN RANE ) Lindiey R4
RANK: .
sen i
IDENTIFICATION WUMNBER: SERVICE "
17005885 gk
NATIONALITY: Y
Usa, Adr Corpe R
STATEMENTS MAD’ AT TIME OF CAPTURE: STATEMENT MADE AT RECOVERY OF DEAD: \%
DATE GF CAPTURE: £ & TINE & PLACE OF RECOVERY:
ExACT LocATion of XM 1944, mmummn PITION OF BODY:
* o oav:
CAPTURE EFFECTED BY: gogret N. P, = ilr Force, Brusssel
e
THE PRISONER WORE (UNIFORM) DESCRIPTION OF IDENTIFICATION TAQ: i
WOW WERE PERSONAL RECORDS OF DEAD
Unifors ASCERTAINED? %
DATE AND TIME OF BURIAL: U\
GRAVE LOCATION: - ~
S P \ \D\\
POSSIBLE IMPUTATION (PLACING) UNDEP SERYICE OF THE : S PR R r
G.7.P. OR $.D., FOR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING ENEMY O‘A\C PN (Y= | A
PATRONAGE OR FAVOR: ~ VR akeay P
S 0ATAT)
DELIVESES TC HOSPITAL: g A
DATE: Alr Forece Hespital , St. Gilles LS'(*‘ .
¢« (710

DATE AND TINE OF TRANSPORTATION TO
PEISONER CONCENTRATION POINT:

REMARILS:

(ATTEMPTED ESCAPE PECULIARITIES IN BENAVIOR OF PRISONER, ETC.)
INVEXTORY OF SECURED, PERSONAL EFFECTS OF PRISONER OR DEAD
IMVENTORY OF PERSONAL EFFLCTS AND EQUIPMENT OF PRISONER OR DEAD:

XXX were  fecen Lo /28
custody by ses, M.P. -Air Force-Brussels and forrardaed to Hq,Alr Base Ares xx
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un in  OFFICE OR APPRAISAL-VALUEY
m 'v-o » 10 ﬂ 194 :
Lt DOWKED ) :
REGARDING: DATE AND TIME:
, Wmm PR30 My 1944, 101 Boare
. " % t""- o
AT: ' REAR: B Lo=Bel ! |
PERSONAL RECORD OF MEMBERS AF EMEMY A12 FORCES
SURNAME )
FAMILY BANE: UAST WAME ) g o
e
CHRISTIAN KaNE)
FIRSY RAME: OIVEN NAME ) . o
RANK:
se P
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: SERVICE
3 2731416
BATIONALITY:
—— UBayAdr Corpe
STATENENTS MNADE AT TIME OF CAPTURE: STATEMENT MAOF AT RECOVERY OF DEAD:
DATE OF CAPTURE: DATE & TIME & PLACE OF RECOVERY:

EXACT LOCATION or’&"n!\“‘.'ml luro“ e 0¥0I TION OF boOY:

CAPTUR FFECTED BY:
et . Becret M.P.-Alrfores,

e porsone EROAMA s rorn) DESCRIPTION OF IDENTIFICATION TAQ:
= WOW WERE PERSONAL RECORDS OF DEAD
nifore \
' ASCERTAINEDT WY
\\
DATE AND TIME OF BURIAL: -
- GRAVE LOCAVLOI:J’. o W
POSSIBLE IMPUTATION (PLACING) UNDER SERVICE OF THE - ‘;
6.F.P. OR $.0., FOR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING ENEMY g
PATRONAGE OR FAVOR: P4 DK % ' i
DELIVERED TO HOSPITAL: ,
DATE: 9
DATE AnD TimE OF TRARSFORTATION TC
PRISONER CONCENTRATION POIRT
REMARKS:
(ATTEMPTED BSCAPE . PECULIARITIES IN BEBFAVIOR OF PRISONER, BTC,)
INVENTORY OF SECURED, PERSORAL EFFECTS OF PRISOMER OR DEAD: V//

INVENTORY OF PERZONAL EFFECTS AND EQUIPNENT OF PRISONER OR DEAD: g bt
6-3274,AF(3)

Porson jeots and ecuipment were takin int0 custody and forwarced to He. A.B.A, 2N
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Rank:
Serial number:
Position: Crew (Bomber) off/FY¥bt//iBNebhant:

Did be bail out? + to my knokbigga
Where?

If not, why not? .. in the noga of the olana (bagk of vage)

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane:

B T

Was he injured? _ ot fr . sk, 4o iho baat of my knowledge

Where was he when last seen? 7 alss tive I anw dnm waa on tkas o

s

Any hearsay information: .ong

Source:

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition:

Total number of missions of above crew member:

nvi

Dates and destinatiohs ‘1t possiglei




. Serial sumber
Poeitions Crow (Bosber) s/VWAY/MOMN  Dembasdisr

Did be bail out? _yos 3o my knokhides
Where?

If not, why mot? . .o 4. tue nasa of tha nlane (DakR of vege)

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane:

————— .

Wes he njs ot e g

Where was he when last seen? T o 14+ +i-p I aaw lix wan oo tkag off
Any hesrsay informatiom: uone ' :

Source:

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppoaitiom: 04 *hs back -f tns

~age

Total number of missions of above crew member: Sgt., Ericgs.n was nul our regul.r

bw i

Dates and ;lesiigiligﬁc "i* pass;igléii y b2enwith us ¢wo or thrus tires uvar a roriud

3 i f wonths a9 L dun't pod ROw many wdesing b i sr wat b

6-3861,AF




B AT

From wat the Co-Pilot sald the plang broks im two rignt da8¥ of the

sdlots compartment. I kmow his chest paBk wae back in tho radlo
roor #o Ha had no ohamoe to get his chute, All the dumbardisre 5
1sft their chute in the radlo room becauss they always figurad that they would
have to go back that way to b:dl outs So thars was no chanoe of him getting

Ids chutes

The CoePilot toock vdcutres of his grave near leigs Balglum, Aftar he was
Iivarated,




b ¥ § !:i
:.':ﬂ,:"e‘.'i. (Bomber) AN/HIGL/ (MG,  Badto Gumer

Did he dail out? __§ ¢ $2ax knogladgs
Where?

If not, why not?

Tast oot o e Y % ’3&1&%&'&?’&1&”" of page)

Hﬂ.
Was he injured? <
Thore vai’he when last seen?
} Any bea¥al Ycforahelitph ©o "o dalled out, 2 e R
i
Source:

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositiom:

Bagk of nage

Total numbcr of missions of above crew monber This wae tho first time tiat Sut.
Fiteh flew wmth cur ersw, Jur regular rv‘.i 0 ATALIT Was away t. SCRuvd
Dates and destinations if possible:
Su I dun't know huw cany wdseious iin, ur what cues t sy wora,

6-3861, AF



wosring Mo flak suit, Ae near as I om figurs, when ihe ship Slew up

both Wings wersblows off and tha feusliage cust have beem brokem in at

lamst four peices. After the sxylosion I was fallinug in a peice of the plane
about six fest long., I had to ssarch =il over the peice for my chest

sack, before bailing out. So I knc~ that 8/Sgt. Fitoh was not iz the polce

of the plane I was iu, I think ~e was hit by the duret that hit me in the feet,
sind the nlanebroke right wher. he was. All I saw of the plane was the

reice of bailed out off, ar< ths left wing and eugins that almost hit

me, T‘.-_pro wore also nwr/orong smmil reices that fell down around me.

Tra Co-Pilot took rietures of tWpff/ his grave near Leige Belgium 3




- Bank:

Serial pumber:

Posttion: Crew (Bowber) sY/VYIY/MVAWY:
Did be bail cut? Yot to my knowledge
Waere?

If not, why mot? Tho Coe=pilot said he slumped over the whael dead.

Last contaot or conversation just prior to or at %ime of loss of plane: [ called in
that thers was flak dursting at five O'clock.

¥as bhe injured? " ) pilot tolld ms ha was htll'['i.nj'ured when the plane
A;ﬂlna_a..n&..tm.ln-

TAe !

¥here was bhe when last ma?ga Zaa alusoad ovar tha wiasl, 4n tha cesa palse of tha plane
Any bearsay informatiom: Ty, sotoilot driad S pudl bde _ut but hacausa tha noss aaics

of the rlane was heading straaght down he couldn't pull him up oute

Source: 714, g ti1d b0 a hy iha Ca® ilot L8, Roceaass  aftar ma z.va likacatad.
Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositionm: I+ 1s my supoostion

sven trough ha vas ve. @ nritadtod by mmwor, he was ldt by & peice of flak,.

Kiiiing Hdm instantly,

Lte Burrsssm tuvk cdcgtras of his grave ner Laige D. aglum,.

Total number of missions of above crew member: [ wuns oy his 213 r1ssion

Dates and destinations if possible: _43: By ragevda of cur pigpong wers 1ot
ba ind o [ was 3huc duwn and tosy wars navor rsturnad. o I eun zivse no
rits Akl rmation oL thaty 1 ean gave most of ¢a tarzo8e fro rem.ry
but not the lates. I wiii givs thess on tie back of .5 ruge,
6-3861, AF
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11.

12.

13.

14.

»

‘m- SR ‘
i FASUALTY QUESYIOMNAIRE P
L} :i;:fb‘
&
1. Your name lindsay Hsrlin Oliver Rank _8/Sgt,  Serizl No. 11705835
TRUER ;
w.8. Organization "%:3p:Gp Cormander Vanoe  Rank Cols Sqn €O Duls Bemtlvienk Malor.
2 {#ull namo) (full name)
3. Wnat year 1944 month __ NBFh  day 10th did you ge down?
4. What was the misuion, Nomding . target, Monm Bolglum  ,target
time, APP/ 1030 ,altitude, 9500 route scheduled,
— 22K O DARS, route flrwn

Where were you when you left formation? _ln ihae uppar turret, our plans xas. .. .
numbsr two in the second flight, of the first box.

Did you bail out? _Yos .

Did other members of crew bafl out? _ 2ud 1t Eorrsasn and Sgt. Guamann bailad cule .

Tell all you know about whin, wkery, how each person in your air:raft for whom no
indfvicual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached, Please

give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge". _Sgi. guis.un balled gut wian

the plans §ilied with smoke Iron two ! th 11 sen Nadled sut

aftar the shiip explodud, He was in the foresard section, Tho s!ip wis broksn it

two behind the pilots gcomparim L ; Lurn 2 Ll A

8 %gt Erickson was in the nose snd didn't have a chance at all,

Wi redid your aircraft strike tne ground? 2hRgea wore sgatberd all uvel lio

= rahalling yard of Bwuasale.

fhat members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and ind:-idual questionnaires)
i don'* know wounor any of the ressy vs wentioned in ths individusl quostionasir
7ere in the rlsna. "ha Usmuags nmover $old us anyihing excazi iiay were dead,

Where were they in afrcrait? see—ev-ee

What was their condition? The Somane ¥old ug Loy ware 3asd

When, where, and in what condition dic you lust see any members not slready des-

cribed above? Tecauss f my position Bp dn fno ‘ucret I gover sawany ona
frow the tizs we took off untill I arrived in ~rison cs.p,

Please give any similar informatfon on personnel of any other crew ot which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.




R R

(4) Our routs was to lsave the Snglish coast at NWorth Foreland. Going

in on the enemy coast at Ferness, just north of Dunkirk, Wo ware to fly

%9 the north of Brussels, making a wide swesp and hitting Mons, and

returning south of Drussedd leaving ihe ensmy comst at the smwe place we went in.
At no time were we suppossd to be clossr that 15 miles of Brusssls. Our

lsad navigator was Capt, Lundin. Getting off courss ¥m something that might
happan once, But He took us over Utpeeht Holland on cur seccnd mission to

the Mr port at Sossterbarg Holland, That t3ke we wsre lucky and all smcaped.

I have nsver told thie before in any rsports. It is not so dbad to bs shot down ovar -
the target, bu® to be shot down bacauss of a very bad mistake by one man, has
and w11l always make me fosl that Hs waa the direct cause of my craw member
being killed.




