
344th MISSING CREW REPORT

MACR# 4511

DATE - 10 May 1944

MISSION - Mons, Belgium   Marshalling Yard

HIT BY FLAK over Brussels, Belgium

PLANE # 42-95856 7I-A Fertile Mertile

344TH BG 497TH BS

PILOT - 1st Lt. Fredrick Mackay Morrison 0-672172 (killed by flak)
COPILOT - 2nd Lt. Edward Wadleigh Borresen 0-816407 (POW)(RTD)
BOMB- S/Sgt. John George Erickson flying as bombardier 31190967 (killed) 
RADIO/GUN - Sgt. Ralph Herbert Fitch 11122096 (killed)
ENG/GUN - Sgt. Joseph Leo Gusmann 32731416 (POW)(RTD)
TAIL/GUN - S/Sgt. Lindsay Merlin Oliver 17005855 (POW)(RTD)

344th Spread Sheet Info:  Shot down by flak on the 10/5/44 mission to the Mons Marshalling yards. The 
aircraft flown by 1st Lt. Frederick Mackay Morrison took a direct hit between the forward bomb bay and 
the right wing, and exploded in mid air. Three of the crew managed to bail out of the aircraft which broke 
into several pieces, and survived. The pieces of the shattered aircraft came down in Brussels. A 
navigational error had taken the formation over a heavily flak defended area close to Brussels. 

MACR Statement: Plane was hit by flak over Brussels, Belgium. The plane immediately burst into 
flames and exploded. Two parachutes were seen to leave the ship and land in Brussels. The 
debris of the plane was seen to land along the railroad in Brussels. 

Enemy MACR Statement: Downed by anti aircraft. Explosion in air. Conflagration upon contact. To 
start investigation for fugitives or missing members of the crew, alarm was given to secret M.P. 
Brussels, at 1020 hours. Guarded by Special Depot Unit, Flemish Guard. Found Morrison, Fitch, 
and Ericsson killed. Borreson, Oliver, and Gusmann captured 1030 hrs transferred to Secret M.P. - 
Air Force, Brussels.  Borreson and Gusmann taken to FW Concentration Point Headquarters. 
Oliver was wounded and admitted to Aieforce Hospital, St. Gillen. 

Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Ericsson; Did not bail out to my knowledge. He was in the 
nose of the plane. Not injured by flak to my knowledge. I last saw him on take-off. Sgt. Ericsson 
was not our regular bombardier and he had only been with us two or three times over a period of a 
couple of months. From what the Co-Pilot said the plane broke in two back of the pilot’s 
compartment. I know his chest pack was back in the radio room so he had no chance to get his 
chute. All the bombardiers left their chute in the radio room because they always figured that they 
would have to go back that way to bail out. So there was no chance of him getting his chute. the 
Co-Pilot took pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he was liberated. 



Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Fitch; Did not bail out to my knowledge. He was manning 
the waist guns just below me. When the plane was hit my feet were hit with many pieces of flak. I 
know he wasn’t wearing his flak suit. As near as I can figure, when the ship blew up both wings 
were blown off and the fuselage must have broken in at least four pieces. After the explosion I 
was falling in a piece of the plane about six feet long. I had to search all over the piece for my 
chest pack, before bailing out. So I know that S/Sgt. Fitch was not in the piece of the plane I was 
in. I think he was hit by the burst that hit me in the feet. and the plane broke right where he was. 
All I saw of the plane was the piece I bailed out of and theft wing and engine that almost hit me. 
there were also numerous small pieces that fell down around me. This was the first time that Sgt. 
Fitch flew with our crew. Our regular radio operator was away to school. The Co-Pilot took 
pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he was liberated. 

Survivor MACR Statements: Regarding Morrison; Did not bail out to my knowledge. The Co-Pilot 
said he was slumped over the wheel, dead. From what the Co-Pilot told me he was fatally injured 
when the plane was hit. He was last seen slumped over the wheel in the nose piece of the plane. 
The Co-Pilot tried to pull him out but because the nose piece of the plane was heading straight 
down he couldn’t pull him up out. This was told me by Co-Piolot, Lt. Borresen after we were 
liberated. It is my supposition even though he was well protected by armor, he was hit by a piece 
of flak, killing him instantly. The Co-Pilot took pictures of his grave near Leige, Belgium, after he 
was liberated. 

Survivor MACR Statements (by S/Sgt. Oliver: I was in the upper turret when our plane left 
formation. Our plane was #2 in the second flight of the first box. Borresen and Gusmann also 
bailed out. Sgt. Gusmann bailed out when the plane filled with smoke from two hits with flak. Lt. 
borresen bailed out after the ship exploded. He was in the forward section. The plane was broken 
in two behind the pilots compartment. Lt. Morrison was slumped over the wheel, dead. Pieces of 
the plane were scattered all over the marshaling yard of Brussels. I don’t know whether any of the 
members mentioned in the individual questionnaire were in the plane when it struck the ground. 
The Germans never told us anything except they were dead. Because of my position up in the 
turret I never saw anyone from the time we took off until I arrived in prison camp. 

Survivor MACR Statement: Our route was to leave the English coast at North Foreland. Going in 
on the enemy coast at Ferness, just North of Dunkirk. We were to fly to the North of Brussels, 
making a wide sweep and hitting Mons, and returning South of Brussels leaving the enemy coast 
at the same place we went in. At no time were we supposed to be closer than 15 miles of Brussels. 
Our lead navigator was Capt. Lundin. Getting off course is something that might happen once. But 
he took us over Utrecht, Holland on our second mission to the airport at Soesterberg, Holland. 
That time we were lucky and all escaped. I have never told this before in any reports. It is not so 
bad to be shot down over the target, but to be shot down because of a very bad mistake by one 
man, has and alway will make me feel that he was the direct cause of my crew members being 
killed. 






























































