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DESCRIPTIOR OF ACCI=NT

(Brief narrat!ve of accident

a

t.nuiuundmmmonl&-hturdohom,ﬂ;ingn-“ Tomber
4334426 in the #4 position of the low flight of the first box. To o8y in

€ formation along the entire route, it was necessary %o saintais extremely high

manifold pressure and RF¥ setting. However, on the return reute, Lt. Fleming

mbmmmmmm-ﬂd:mmmmmu.uaml-
function. It is felt that the extra bos® load was largely responsibls lor the
high setting Li. Fleming had to use for the return.

Inciude staiement of mreponsibility Al recommendations for ariion 1o preveil Tepe

npnmmum-m,mmmumnmmunmu;ma
hnn]uordﬂ.ehdtﬂddbmll’!m. Since Lt; Fleming was in the third

flight i1t was necessary for him to make two 360 degree circles of base before
starting instrument landing srocedure. Fhile aircra®t was cireling, Lt. Gouge,
the co=pilot, checked the main gas gauges. m-muroﬁ.mh?plhm
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of this board that the responsibility of this accident is dus
Ifmihrhdbm;od,!-t.m'n]émohndoddthout ‘
is tummﬁummm,wm:ﬁwﬂd

(19) Cont'ds

opinion of this bn.rd that Lt, Carlsen's parachute did not open
\.u\lz: "‘:lt:.lﬂl which hold the parachute risers in place against the wearer s
chest were loose when Lt. Carlson jumped, allowing the parachute pack and risers
h\m—-nmdm-un clamps before Lt. ccrlnnhsdlchnncetopull the
handle.

schnical Sergeant Me Ful . dnhmonn-hmhchittheground.
The h'u'd f::l no np:l.:h: i) g ::1’“‘!;!‘!. Me Fulty's Jump was unsuccessful.
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344th Bomb Gy (.4)
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30 December 1944, lwuas |
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344TH BOMBARDMENT GRO

495TI1 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

STATEMENT OF: Pirst Lieutenant CARL A. GOUGE, 0 2815 125

Crash Landing of B-26 iircraft Y5-Y, 4334426, on 26 December 1944,

at AAF Station A-59.
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STATION WEATHER ‘OFF ICE T-F-23
DET. "G0", 21ST WEATHER SQ
AIRSTRIP'A-59, U.S. ARMY

: APQ 698, U.S. ARV
° 30 DEcE"BER 1044

SUBJECT: REPORT ON AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT, IN VINCINITY OF AAF
STA. A-39, 27 DEC. 1944, AT 1535 HRS., 8-26,
PILOT, FLENING, LAMAR TIT, 1ST LT, 0-635455, .
co-21L0T, Goust® CARL T st LT., D-815125.

T0 ¢ ACCIDENT B82ARD, AAF STATION A-353,

1« ACCIDENT OCCURED ON RETURN FROM MISSION., WEATHER
FIIECAST WAS RECEIVED BY TELETYPE FROM 9TH BOMBARDMENT DIV,
AND BRIEFED TO CREWS BY STAFF WEATHER OFFICER, ®

2. FORECAST FOR BASE CONDITIONS AT RETURN #AS AS FOLLOWS:
CEILING UNLIITED) VISIBILITY 1-2 ILES, WAZARDS TO FLYING-
PIOR VISISILITY AT BASES WiTH MODERATE AAZE TO 2,500 FEET mvD
LIGHT TO MODERATE HAZE TO 4,000 FEET AND LIGHT HAZE ABOVE.

3, WECATHER CONDITIONS AT RETURN WERE, CEILING UNLIMITED,
VISIBIL'TY 4-800 YARDS, WIND CALM. VISIBILITY VERY P02R AT
SURFAGE DUE TO HAZE AND REFLECTION OF SUNLIGHT FROW HAZE,

4. PLAYES TOOK OFF AT 1200 HOURS AND RETURNED 1515 HOURS.
P 5 Wfﬂi ADYISED TO DIVEART 3Y OTH BOMBARDUVENT DIVISION, DUE
™ AF FUEL, PLANES WERE ADVISED 3Y STAFF WEATHER OFF ICER®
T35 DIVERT TO A-Sa THE OLOSEST A1R FIELD WITH SUFFICIENT VISI-
SILITY, LACK OF GASOLINE MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FrR PLANC TO REACH,
DIVEASTON STATION, e

S5, WEATHER REPONTED AT DIVERSION STATION AT 1539 HOURS:
CEILING URL MITED, VISIBILITY 1 1/2 - 2 1/2 MILES,

EFus
mui"i FORANT
18T LT., AIR £ARns
STATI M WEATHER arﬁlcea
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" AAF STATION A-59 | SMth Bomi Gp (1,

Office of the Cemmanding Officer 3/1/vs P
APO 140, U S Army
3 January 1345
360.33
SUBJECT: Report of Aircraft Accident,
TO; Comnanding General, 9th Eombardment Division, ’

AFC 140, U 5 Amy

T

l. Transmitted herewith is AAF Form 14, Hepert of Aircraft Accident
pertaining to aircraft type B-26G10, number a;-mzo.

For the Commanding Officer:

0 H LE FEVIE
”..,‘- P t., QC,
pt % Addutant
1 Incl: AAF Form 14 (quad) ° o
apd> '

260,33 ; 1ot WRaPOM® E-0-3
MEADGUARTERS 9TH BOMPARDMENT DIJISION (k), APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 9 Jamsry 1945.

10y, Commanding Ceneral, Ninth Ar Force, APC €96, U, S. Army.

-

Subtmitted in complisnce with Memorandum 55-1, Headouarters Ninth Adr Force,
dated 27 November 1944.

For the Commanding Cenersl:
=t

-
m1-mmrmuunmt) '
Incl 2 = Statoment of Co-pilot (in trip)
*inel 3 « Photos (in trdp)
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(Hrief parrative of arcident. [nelode statement of responsibility and Secommendations for artien 1o prevent repetaion)

Lte Fleming and srew tock off an & Ganbet sortie %o Gerssuy, {ying B-I6 Mumber
43-24425 in the $2 position of the low fligt of the first bax, To gPay I» formetion
elong entire route, it whs necessary to maintair extremely high sanilcld pressare and
RPY setting. lowever, ot the return route, Lt. Fleming was bringing home toc 1000
pound tombs which were in the ship dus to & reok milmctione It is Telt Tat ihe extrs
bomb loed was laergely responsible far the high setting Lt, Fleming had to use for the
retara,

ks

@.cn reaching the base, the wosther bectme increasirgly bad dus to & thick haze
leyer which extended to 2000.feet, 3incs Lt, Fleming wes in the third Ilight It wsa
necessary feor hin to meke two 50 degree cirecles of base before starting instriment
lanaing procedures While eircraft was cireling, Lt. Gouge, the co-pilet, ehrchad
“the main gas gluges. These gyuges registered 30 gallems for left tapk and B30 gelloms
for right tank, As & further check, he checked the gauges in the bost bay which were
in mccord wi‘h mein gauges. !owewer, gougds on right tank were ingperative. After
Lt. Gouge returned to his position, the lef* wngine cut out, Lt. Fleming =nd (Gougs
foathered engine und performed regulsr single emgine procedure. At this time their altitude
was chbout 1800 feet, The ecircreft was wneble to muintain altitude with 47" —nifcld and
2500 RPM on right engire and was losisg sltitude et the rete of 1000 feet per minute,

The pilct ordered the crew to bail oute The emtire crew bailed out except Lt,
Flemings Thelr altitude et time of beiling out was spproximetely 300 to 550 feet
gbove the grourd. The bomberdier's and radio operstor's chutes felled To cpens
Imnediately after lust men balled out, the ship erashed into a ridge.

Jt is the opinion of this board thet the resp(msibility of this accident is due
50% to westher snd 50% to pilot errors IG is felt thst had the westher been goods
Lts Fleming could have landed before the formation, However, this bLoard is i.ll:li!ul
. 40 belieyn that Lte Fleming used poor judgement in not lesving the formation and
" landing #t & field on tho route home for refueling, o -3
: Dus to total destruction of the bombey, no scourste ruck pulfunction could be trecedy
. gowsver, in past history of sirereft of this type, A=4 relseses have been found very
eper ee The poseibility of & shert in electrionl circuit could cause a malfunction
of thig t;pes Vo percentage of responsibility is sttributed to this melfunction because
of the feet thet sircraf+t have returned from combat missions with their full bamb loed,

Ve decamcemirtious

it (19) con'ds

It le the opimiom of this board that Lt. garlson's parschuts did nct open

pecause the olamps whish hold the persghute risers in place sgainst the wesrer's
shost were lecss waen Lte Gurlson jumped, sklowing the parachute peck end risers %o

Leoume disuggeged from the clamps Lefore 1t. Garlson kol ¢ clence to pull the relesse

- ;1. : i ' -
i t Yo Yulty's purachute wes gpen w.ad he hit thgq ground.

The board e , 8 to why 7/8ct. Mo Yultyts Jump wes unsuccessful,
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ST@IO% WEATHER FFICE ToF <28
DET, *G0°, Z1ST WEATHER Sq.
ANR STRIP A=SB, U,S. ARMY

AR

G068, U.S. ARMY
30 DECE

EER 1544

SUBJECT: REPORT ON AIRCRAFY ACCIDENT, I¥ VINCINITY O AAF
PILOT, FLEMING, LAAR 111, 1ST LT,, Oo5430450,
CO-PILOT, GOUGE, CARL A,, 1SY LT., 0-315125,

TO ¢ ACCIDEMY B80ARD, AAF STATION A-T2,

1. ACCIDENT OCCURED OW)RETUAN FR0u4 WISSION. WEATHER
FORECAST wAS RECEIVED 5Y TELETYPE FROM 9TV BOMPARDMENT DIV.
AND BRIEFED TO CREWS BY STAFF WEATHER OFF 1CER.

2. FORECAST FOR BASE CONDITIONS AT RETURN WAS AS FOLLOWS:
CEILING UNLIMITED, YISIBILITY 1-2 MILES, HAZARDS TO FLYING-
POOR VISIBILATY AT BASES WITH MODERATE WAZE TO 24500 FEET aND
LIGHT TO MODERATE WAZE TO 4,00C FEET AND LIGHT HAZE ABOVE.

3. WEATHER CONDITIONS AT RETURN WERE: CEILING UNLIMITED,
VISIBILITY 4-600 YARDS, WIED CALM. VISIBILITY VERY POOR AT
SURFACE DUE TO WAZE AMD REFRECTION OF SUMLIGHT FROM HAZE.

A, PLANES TI0K OFF AT 1200 HOURS AMD HETURNED 1515 HOURS.
PLANES WERE ADVISED TO DIVERT BY STH BOMBARDWENT DIVISIC., DUE
TO LACK OF FUEL, PLANES WERE ADVISED BY STAFF WEATHER OFF ICER
TO DIVERT TO A=38, THE CLOSEST AIR FIELD WITH SUFFICIENT VISi-
BILITY. LACK OF GASOLINE WADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE PLANE TO
REACH DIVERSION STATION,

5S¢ WEATHER REPORTED AT DIVERSION STATION AT 1530 HOouag,
CEILING UNLIVITED, VISIBILITY 1 1/2 - 2 1/2 VILES,

PAUL R, FORANT

1ST LT., AIR cOnps
STATION WEATHER gf?lccn
o

FL Y
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e B AINTH AIR FORCE $333q82122 traanee
Reply AFQ ‘w-l-
In j Refer '3 Ve o
to: 26832 3 't’é'us
- "L
SUBJECT: Aircraft Accident. B a
IO Commanding General, th Bomb Div (1), AFO-140, U- S. Apmy.

e

1
'\ 7oRCE] 1, AAF Form®Wo.ll snd sllied pspers are returnsd herewith for further iavess-
- %°dgation by the Aireraft Accident Comittes.
2. BSuggest the Aircraft 4osident Committee reconsidsr factars of excessive

fuel consumption due to high power settings in order to maintain formstion and also
the mslfunction of bamb release.

3. 100Z responsibility cannot be attributed to weather &s other aircraft of
this Group apparently made safe landings upon return.

4. The statement *If weather had been good, Lt. Fleming would have landed with-
out trouble® is not conclusive or pertinent since it might also be said "If such high

power settings had not been nelded snd if bombs had not hung up, Lt. Fleming would
bheve lsnded without any trouble®. . -

5« Request further investigation and return of new findings in triplicate as
By command of Ms jor General VAND=NBERG:

800n us possible.
g.a31r | mng AWl

9, S. V. HESLIN

1 1..1' & o . f .ajor- A.G-D-.
Incl 1 - AAF ¥orm No. 14 and allied papers, , = - Asst Adj Gen.
iovolving B=26010, No. 43-34426, D Y

Ls. ¥leming pilot, dtd 27 Dec'l.

TTYIYT. .
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Subject: Lecd B .
360.33 1st Ind, Q-]
HEADQUARTERS 9TF POLEARDEIZT DIVISION (M), APO 140, V. S. A, 6 Felyusry 1945,
TO: Commending Officer, 3i/th Bombardment Groun (M), AP0 140, U. S. Armv.

" l. For your comoliance.

2. Repcrt requested in paragrapgj 5 will be forwarded to this hesdcuarters in
ouacruplicnte as soon as possible.

By comrand of Major Gemeral ANIERSOI':

.., ) 7 L% _/cé@rcf_

)

4 Incls: ADJUTANT
Incl 1 - AAF Formm 14

Incl 2 - Statement of Co-pilot (in dup)
Incl 3 - Statement of Weather Officer (in dup)
Incl 4 - Photos (in dup)

k]

Subject: Adircraft Accident (B-26C10, AeF, Nos U3=3426). |- & ¥ ¢
360,33

. G-¥-32
ARTERS, 34LTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (K) AAF, APO 140, U.S. ARMT, 19 February

W

TO: Cemmanding General, 9th Bembardment Division (M), APO 140, U.S. irmy.
Forwarded in compliance with basic cemmunication and preceding indorsement.

For the Group Commander:

L Inclz: n/ce
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Subject:
368,33 MWAS&%W o

FEADQUARTERS %% BosmardlewT DIVISICH (i), AP0 1, U, 5. iBow, 21 Pebruary 1945,

Commarding General, Winth Air Foree, APO €96, U, 5. Arwy.

T0:
J‘ . . > £
> €17

real . Hc._q.\h? o

-
-

5 Inels:
Inel 1 thru 4 - n/e

360433 hth Ind. E-
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Ammy, 26 Mbruary 19LS.

TO: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolima,
-
1. Reference is made to aircraft accident involving B=26G-10, AF Ko. u-mas.
piloted by 1st Lt, Lamar III Fleming, AC, 0-686,56, Accident occured 7 miles south of
AAF Station A-59 on 27 December 15k,

2. The attached AAF Form No. 1l and allisd papers with revized cancels
the AAF Form No. 1 and allied papers pertaining to subject accident which was forwarded
to your Headquarters under 2nd Indorsement dated 17 January 15L5 to letter Headquarters
AAF Station A-59, rile 360.33, subject: "Report of Aircraft Accident®, dated 3 Jan 15i5.

For the Coomanding General:

y/ YAs coloml, m:,
5 Incls 'y (1 Incl w/d) Asst Adj General,
m:11m -n/c (2 cys ea w/d) O- golif
' -
L
@
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ACCIDENT NUMBER
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